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French Broad River Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Minutes from the Governing Board Meeting on May 16th , 2024 

 
Attendance: 
In-Person and Remote via the Zoom Platform: 

Anthony Sutton Town of Waynesville 
Jennifer Hensley City of Hendersonville 
Steve Williams NCDOT Div 14 
Kim Roney City of Asheville 
Daniel Sellers NCDOT TPD 
Larry Harris Urban Transit 
Anne Coletta Village of Flat Rock 
Catherine Cordell Town of Weaverville 
Kim Roney City of Asheville 
Stephen Sparks NCDOT 
Jim McAllister Town of Woodfin 
Charles McGrady BOT Div 14 
Esther Manheimer City of Asheville 
Dr Ralph Hamlett Town of Canton 
Tom Widmer Town of Montreat 
Jim Player Town of Fletcher 
Archie Pertiller Town of Black Mountain 
Mike Eveland Town of Montreat 
Rebecca McCall Henderson County 
Troy Wilson NCDOT 
Suzette Morales FHWA 
Nathan Honeyham NCDOT 
David White Rural Transit 
Shannon Gonce Mills River 
Brendan Merithew NCDOT Div 13 
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Erica Anderson Land of Sky Regional Council 
 

 
Members without Representation present: 

Town of Biltmore Forest 
BOT 13 
Town of Clyde 
Buncombe County 
Madison County 
Town of Mars Hill 

 
Additional Attendees: 
Tristan Winkler (FBRMPO) Hannah Bagli (FBRMPO)  Logan DiGiacomo (FBRMPO) 
Jon Barsanti (FBRMPO) Asha Rado (LOSRC, Minutes)     Ada Sloop (FBRMPO) 
Mark Hunt (Public)  Michael Curcio (NCDOT)  John Neumann(public) 
Kevin Moore (Public) 
 

WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS & ROLL CALL 
 
Anthony Sutton called the meeting to order at 1:02PM and welcomed everyone. He read the Ethics 
Statement and inquired if there were any conflicts of interest to note for today’s meeting. Anthony Sutton 
was the only conflict. 

 
Quorum was announced to conduct the business of the Board. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Anthony Sutton opened the floor for public comment.  
 
Former MPO board member and council member Mark Hunt spoke on celebrating the contract with the I26 
connector and being a part of the initial group bringing this project into reality. He discussed the community 
resistance and how we overcame that. Enormous appreciation to NCDOT staff and engineers and MPO. He 
also wanted to bring up a slight concern about the letting of the contract and the inclusion of the optimization 
and cost reduction settlement. DOT does feel compelled to manage and reduce cost. Suggestion is we keep a 
close eye on the element of design that was important to the community so that they don’t get lost. 
Discussed the bike ped elements of the proposal.  
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CONSENT AGENDA  
        
   
3A. March 2024 Board Minutes: https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/wp- content/uploads/2024/05/2024_3_21
 MPO.DRAFT_.Board_.Minutes.pdf 
 
 
 
3B. Amendments to the FY 2024 Unified Planning Work Program 
What is the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP)? 
The UPWP is a federally mandated document for MPO’s to produce that serves the MPO’s budget. This includes 
line items of work for MPO staff, planning work planned by the region’s designated recipient for FTA 5303 
Metropolitan Planning Funds (City of Asheville), as well as studies being carried out using federal planning funds, 
and any programmatic support or planning being funded by FTA 5307 Support. 
 
Proposed Amendments: 

• The amendment would add 5307 grant funding the City of Asheville received for the ART Place project 
(downtown transit center.) 

The work description to be added to item II-B-1 (Targeted Planning) includes: 
The City will be begin a planning process for the development of a new/expanded downtown transit center and 
affordable housing mixed-use transit-oriented development project. Preliminary planning activities will be 
performed between FY 24 and FY25 and will include completion of the historic resources analysis required for 
Section 106, conducting a statistically valid survey of riders/non-riders for demographic insights, conducting 
community engagement to define transit rider needs and opportunities for supportive uses to be housed in the 
future project. Public involvement will include extensive outreach and collaboration with BIPOC communities. 
Historic Resources Analysis: Architectural survey to confirm no historic resource impact. 
 
Total project cost $364,600 Fed share: $328,140 
Local share: $36,460 (10%) 
 
  

https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2024_3_21__MPO.DRAFT_.Board_.Minutes.pdf
https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2024_3_21__MPO.DRAFT_.Board_.Minutes.pdf
https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2024_3_21__MPO.DRAFT_.Board_.Minutes.pdf
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MPO Planning and Admin ‐ PL104 

Safe and Accountable 
Transportation 

Options PL 104 Set‐
Aside (Program Code 

Y410) 

 

 
Transit Planning ‐ 5303 

 

 
STBGDA (Flexed to PL) 

 

 
Transit Program Support‐ 5307 

 

 
CRRSSA 

 

 
 

TASK TASK Local Federal TOTAL  Local State Federal Total Local Federal Total Local Federal Total Federal     
CODE DESCRIPTION 20% 80%   10% 10% 80%  20% 80%  20% 80%  100%     

 II‐A Data and Planning Support $ 7,659 $30,630 $ 38,288  $1,899 $1,899 $15,190 $18,988 $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      
.00 II‐A‐1 Networks and Support Systems $ 4,069 $16,272 $ 20,340  $1,519 $1,519 $12,152 $15,190 $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      
.01 II‐A‐2 Travelers and Behavior $ 1,197 $4,786 $ 5,983  $380 $380 $3,038 $3,798 $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      
.02 II‐A‐3 Transportation Modeling $ 2,393 $9,572 $ 11,965      $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      

                      

 II‐B Planning Process $  36,502 $  146,008 $ 182,510 $ 20,100 $6,835 $6,835 $54,683 $68,354 $  146,000 $  584,000 $  730,000 $  36,460 $  328,140 $  364,600  $        
.02 II‐B‐1 Targeted Planning $ 4,188 $16,751 $ 20,939  $2,279 $2,279 $18,230 $22,788 $ ‐ $0 $ ‐ $  36,460 $  328,140 $  364,600  $      
.00 II‐B‐2A Regional Planning $  17,349 $69,397 $ 86,746  $4,557 $4,557 $36,453 $45,566 $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      
.00 II‐B‐3B Complete Streets Planning    $

 20,10
0 

    $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      

.00 II‐B‐3A Special Studies Operations $  11,965 $47,860 $ 59,825      $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      

.00 II‐B‐3B Buncombe County Pedestrian Plan $ ‐ $0       $ 25,000 $100,000 $  125,000     $       

.00 II‐B‐3C Woodfin‐Weaverville Greenway $ ‐ $0       $ 24,000 $96,000 $  120,000     $       

.00 II‐B‐3D Cane Creek Greenway $ ‐ $0       $ 11,200 $44,800 $ 56,000     $       

.00 II‐B‐3E TDM Coordinator $ ‐ $0 $ ‐      $ 14,400 $57,600 $ 72,000     $       

.00 II‐B‐3F Staffing & Compensation Study $ 3,000 $12,000 $ 15,000             $       

.00 II‐B‐3G 2050 Socio‐Economic Projections         $ 20,000 $80,000 $  100,000     $       

.00 II‐B‐3H Patton Avenue Corrior Study         $ 44,400 $177,600 $  222,000     $       

.00 II‐B‐3I Fonta Flora Greenway Study         $ 7,000 $28,000 $ 35,000     $       
                      

 III‐A Planning Work Program $ 4,786 $19,144 $ 23,930  $3,797 $3,797 $30,378 $37,972 $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      
.02 III‐A‐1 Planning Work Program $ 1,795 $7,179 $ 8,974  $3,797 $3,797 $30,378 $37,972 $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      
.00 III‐A‐2 Metrics and Performance Measures $ 2,991 $11,965 $ 14,956      $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      

                      

 III‐B Transp. Improvement Plan $  32,306 $129,222 $ 161,528  $0 $0 $0 $0 $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      
.00 III‐B‐1 Prioritization $  13,162 $52,646 $ 65,808      $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      
.00 III‐B‐2 Metropolitan TIP $ 8,376 $33,502 $ 41,878      $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      

5.00 III‐B‐3 Merger/Project Development $  10,768 $43,074 $ 53,842      $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      
                      

 III‐C Cvl Rgts. Cmp./Otr .Reg. Reqs. $  10,767 $43,074 $ 53,842  $2,659 $2,659 $21,269 $26,586 $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      
.00 III‐C‐1 Title VI Compliance $ 3,590 $14,358 $ 17,948  $760 $760 $6,078 $7,598 $0 $0 $ ‐     $      
.00 III‐C‐2 Environmental Justice $ 3,290 $13,162 $ 16,452      $0 $0 $ ‐     $      
.00 III‐C‐3 Minority Business Enterprise Planning $ ‐ $0 $ ‐  $759 $759 $6,074 $7,592 $0 $0 $ ‐     $      
.00 III‐C‐4 Planning for the Elderly $ ‐ $0 $ ‐      $0 $0 $ ‐     $      
.00 III‐C‐5 Safety/Drug Control Planning $ ‐ $0 $ ‐  $380 $380 $3,038 $3,798 $0 $0 $ ‐     $      
.00 III‐C‐6 Public Involvement $ 3,887 $15,554 $ 19,442  $760 $760 $6,078 $7,598 $0 $0 $ ‐     $      
.00 III‐C‐7 Private Sector Participation $ ‐ $0       $0 $0 $ ‐     $      

                      

 III‐D Statewide & Extra‐Regional Planning $ 9,572 $38,288 $ 47,860  $0 $0 $0 $0 $ ‐ $0 $ ‐     $      
.00 III‐D‐1 Statewide & Extra‐Regional Planning $ 9,572 $38,288 $ 47,860      $0 $0 $0     $      

                      

  
III‐E 

 
Management Ops, Program Suppt Admin 

 
$  18,058 

 
$72,234 

 
$ 90,292 

  
$0 

 
$0 

 
$0 

 
$0 

 
$ 8,176 

 
$32,706 

 
$ 40,882 

 
$  18,000 

 
$72,000 

 
$ 90,000 

  
$  

 
 
 

 
 

  
.00  Management Operations $  18,058 $72,234 $ 90,292     $0 $ 8,176 $32,706 $ 40,882     $      
.00  Program Support Administration $ ‐ $0          $  18,000 $ 72,000 $ 90,000  $      

 TOTALS $119,650 $478,600 $ 598,250 $ 20,100 $15,190 $15,190 $121,520 $151,900 $  154,176 $616,706 $770,882 $  54,460 $400,140 $454,600  $        
Continuing Studies 

FY 
Account 

Project MPO Planning & Admin‐ PL 104  Transit Planning‐ 5303 STBGDA (Flexed to PL) Transit Support‐ 5307 CRRSSA  
  Local Federal Total  Local State Federal Total Local Federal Total Local Federal Total Federal     
  20% 80%   10% 10% 80%  20% 80%  20% 80%  100%     

2023 Reed Creek Greenway Study (Asheville)         $10,000 $40,000 $50,000         
2023 CRSSA Regional Planning Projects               $1,889,846     

 Total $0 $0 $0  $0 $0 $0 $0 $10,000 $40,000 $50,000 $0 $0 $0 $1,889,846     
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3C. Letter of Support-City of Asheville Bus and Bus Facilities Program Grant Application 
MPO staff was requested to provide a letter of support for the City of Asheville’s grant application to the 
Low or No Emission Vehicles program. The following letter was provided. 
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3D. Letter of Support-NCDOT I-26 Interchange (HE-0001) Grant Application 
MPO staff was requested to provide a letter of support for NCDOT’s grant application to the USDOT Multimodal 
Grants program for the new interchange on I-26 in Buncombe County- project HE-0001. The following letter was 
provided. 
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Jim Player moved to approve the consent agenda including the March 2024 Meeting Minutes, the Amendment 
to the FY 2024 UPWP, the Letter of Support for the City of Asheville Bus and Bus Facilities Program Grant 
Application, Letter of support for the NCDOT I-26 Interchange Grant Application and  the TAC agenda. Shannon 
Gonce seconded the motion which passed upon a roll call vote. 
 
 
Due to a schedule conflict Nathan Honeyham presented item 5A before we conducted TAC business items.  
Discussion occurred around some areas in Woodfin and also around the Burton neighborhood. 
 
 
Business 
 
4A. 5310 Project Selection 
Section 5310 (Enhanced Mobility for Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities) makes federal resources available to 
improve mobility for seniors and individuals with disabilities by removing barriers to transportation service and 
expanding transportation mobility options. 5310 funds are allocated to the Asheville Urbanized Area, with the City 
of Asheville serving as the designated recipient for these funds. The application process for Section 5310 ran from 
January 18, 2024, to March 18, 2024. Additional information about Section 5310 is available at: 
https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/5310-and-jarc/. 
 
The 5310 Grant has two categories for funding: 

• Traditional/Capital projects: at least 55% of the total funding amount must go to “traditional” 
projects. 

• Other/Operations projects: no more than 45% of the total funding amount can go to these projects 

https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/5310-and-jarc/
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*It is important to note that 10% of the original allocation is set aside for Administrative funds for the City of 
Asheville, so “Other” projects only receive up to 35% of total funding as a result since Traditional projects are 
required to receive a minimum of 55% of the allocation before administrative costs are considered. 
 
MPO Staff reviewed the submitted applications, rating them based on a scorecard (out of 105 points). The 
following pages show recommendations for awarding 5310 funds. The quantitative scoring methodology was 
simplified for this round of funding. 
SUBMITTED PROJECTS: 
The table below shows the projects submitted and funding requested 
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Prioritization Subcommittee Recommendation : Alternate #4 
TCC Recommendation : Alternate #4 
 
Discussion occurred around why the prioritization and tcc recommended 4. MPO plans to revisit scoring in the 
future.  

Larry Harris moved to approve the funding for 5310 projects via alternate number #4. Kim Roney 
seconded, and the motion passed unanimously upon a roll call vote. 
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4B. JARC Project Selection 
JARC (Jobs Access Reverse Commute) falls under the Human Services Transportation grant funding. The 
goal of JARC is to improve access to transportation services to employment and employment related 
activities for welfare recipients and eligible low-income individuals and to transport residents of urbanized 
areas and non-urbanized areas to suburban employment opportunities. JARC funding in the FBRMPO 
region is calculated based on a 10% set-aside from the 5307 urban transit formula apportioned for the 
Asheville Urbanized Area. JARC funds are allocated to the Asheville Urbanized Area, with the City of 
Asheville serving as the designated recipient for these funds. The application process for JARC ran from 
January 18, 2024, to March 18, 2024. Additional information about JARC is available at: 
https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/5310- and-jarc/. 

  
Below is the scorecard for the submitted JARC project. Scoring was based on a scorecard (out of 105 
points). The following pages show recommendations for awarding JARC funds based on scores. The 
quantitative scoring methodology was simplified for this round of funding. 

https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/5310-and-jarc/
https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/5310-and-jarc/
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Discussion did not occur. 

 
Kim Roney moved to fund City of Asheville’s  JARC Application for ART Routes 170 and S3 at 100% of their 
funding request. Larry Harris seconded the motion and it unanimously passed upon a roll call vote. 
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4C. Amendments to the 2024-2033 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

 
 
https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/2024-2033-transportation-improvement-program-tip/  
Discussion  did not occur 
 
Larry Harris moved to adopt the 2024-2033 Transportation Improvement Program Amendments. Jim Player 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously upon a roll call vote. 
 

http://www.fbrmpo.org/
https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/2024-2033-transportation-improvement-program-tip/
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4D. P7 Local Input Point Methodology 
As part of the Statewide Prioritization Process, determined by the Strategic Transportation Investments Act, 
MPOs, RPOs, and Divisions have local input points that play a major role in prioritizing projects at the Regional 
Impact and Division Needs levels. Local input points are utilized to help priority projects have a better chance of 
being funded. 

http://www.fbrmpo.org/
https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/ByArticle/Chapter_136/Article_14B.pdf
https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/ByArticle/Chapter_136/Article_14B.pdf
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How local input points are applied is not. . .intuitive. Each MPO, RPO, and Division receive a set number of points 
they may assign to projects. Projects may receive up to 100 local input points from each MPO, RPO, or Division. 
However, 100 local input points on a projects boosts a Regional Impact project by 15 points, a Division Needs 
projects by 25 points. 
 
For MPOs, RPOs, and Divisions, a methodology must be developed and approved to assign local input points to 
projects. These methodologies must include at least one quantitative criterion and at least one qualitative 
criterion. 
 
Below is the methodology approved by the Prioritization Subcommittee and NCDOT. 
FBRMPO P 7 Methodology  
Discussion occurred on when we will be assigning the points again.  
 
Jim McAllister moved to approve the FBRMPO P7 Local Input Point Methodology. Larry Harris seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously upon a roll call vote. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fbrmpo.org/
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5A. I-26 Connector (I-2513) Update- * Presented by Nathan Honeyham at beginning of MPO meeting. 

 
Update 
Sections B & D recently went to bid for design-build, however, all the bids came in over the cost estimate of the 
project. 
 
Nathan Moneyham, NCDOT Division 13 Construction Engineer, will provide an update on the I- 2513 project and 
plans to continue to move the project forward. 

http://www.fbrmpo.org/
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Information Only. 

 

5B. FY2024 5307 Suballocation 

 
Discussion occurred around concerns around the local ranking, and what more collaborative planning could look 

http://www.fbrmpo.org/
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like. The formula is reconfigured every few years. 

 

6A. Division Project Updates 

 Division 13: https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Div13_May_Updates.pdf 

 

 Division 14: https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Div14_May_Updates.pdf  

 

6B. TPD Updates  

6C. FHWA/FTA Updates given by Suzette Morales 

FHWA Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Website: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure- law/  

FTA Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Website: https://www.transit.dot.gov/BIL  

6D. NCDOT IMD Updates: 

 

6E. 

 
 
 

 

http://www.fbrmpo.org/
https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Div13_May_Updates.pdf
https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Div14_May_Updates.pdf
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-%20law/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/BIL
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Legislative Updates: 

 
 

 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Anthony Sutton opened the floor again for public comment.  No comments were heard. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

   Anthony Sutton adjourned the meeting at 2:50PM as there was no further business before the Board. 
 
  

http://www.fbrmpo.org/
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