FRENCH BROAD RIVER

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

MPO Governing Board

8.

9.

October 15, 2026 — 1:00 P.M., Hybrid Meeting, In-Person at Land of Sky Regional Council

or Via Zoom

Login: https://usO6web.zoom.us/|/82576830994
Meeting ID: 82576830994
Call-In: 13126266799

Agenda

WELCOME AND HOUSEKEEPING (10 min)
A. Welcome and Introductions Anthony Sutton
B. Ethics Statement for MPO Board Members Anthony Sutton

PUBLIC COMMENT

APPROVAL OF AGENDA & CONSENT AGENDA Anthony Sutton
September, 2026 Meeting Minutes

Amendments to the 2026-2035 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

Letter of Support- NCDOT PROTECT Grant Application for Howard Gap Landslide

Letter of Support- NCDOT PROTECT Grant Application for Coastal Flood Warning System

Letter to the US Census Bureau Regarding Proposed Changes

moow»

ACTION ITEMS
A. Draft Priority Project List for Division Needs MPO Staff, 15 Min

PROJECT & PLANNING UPDATES
A. 1-40 Express Lanes Update NCDOT Staff, 15 Min
B. Merrimon Avenue Study NCDOT Staff, 15 Min

STRATEGIC DISCUSSION

A. FY 2028 Planning Priorities Group Discussion, 15 Min
REGULAR UPDATES

A. NCDOT Division 13 and 14 updates Tim Anderson/Wesley Grindstaff or Designee

B. Transportation Planning Branch Daniel Sellers

C. Subcommittee/Workgroup Reports, Staff Updates, and Housekeeping MPO Staff

D. Legislative Updates MPO Staff

ANNOUNCEMENTS, NEWS, SPECIAL UPDATES (5 min)
TOPICS FOR NEXT MEETING (November 19*)

10. PUBLIC COMMENT
11. ADJOURNMENT
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METROPO

Staff Report

LITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

ecommendations

ltem 3:

Consent Agenda

Item 3A: September, 2026 Meeting Minutes

Item 3B: Amendments to the 2026-2035 TIP

Item 3C: Letter of Support- NCDOT PROTECT Grant Application for Howard Gap Landslide

Item 3D: Letter of Support- NCDOT PROTECT Grant Application for Coastal Flood Warning

System

Item 3E: Letter to the US Census Bureau Regarding Proposed Changes

TCC Recommendation: Approve the Consent Agenda
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ltem 3A:

September, 2026 Meeting Minutes

Available here: To Be Updated
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ltem 3B:

Amendments to the 2026-2035 Transportation
Improvement Program (TIP)

What is the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)?
The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is our region’s document that reflects planned
Comprehensive transportation investments over a ten-year period. The TIP
'("c:"".;'}m Plan describes each project, a schedule for implementation,
funding sources, and estimated costs.
: sortation Amendment Highlights:
Amendments this month include:

e EB-5774AA — moving $50,000 from construction into
Priositizati utilities
¢ Adding Capital Expenses for Apple Country Public Transit
All TIP Amendment Summaries can be found here:
Impruvemenl Program

and

https:/l[frenchbroadrivermpo.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/09/0ctober2026 TIPAmendments FBRMPO R1.pdf

Action Required: Consider Recommending Adoption of the Amendments to the 2026-2035 TIP.
TCC Recommendation: Recommend Approval of the Amendments to the 2026-2035 TIP.
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ltem 3C

Letter of Support- NCDOT PROTECT Grant Application
for Howard Gap Road

The Honorable Sean Duffy

U.S. Secretary of Transportation

United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Duffy:

On behalf of the French Broad River Metropolitan Planning Organization (FBRMPO), | am writing
to express our strong support for the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s Howard Gap
Road: Resilience After Landslides Project and its application for funding through the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s Promoting Resilient Operations for Transformative, Efficient, and
Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program.

Howard Gap Road provides an important connection between communities in Polk County and the
surrounding region. A section of the roadway has remained closed following recurring slope and
roadway failures in 2018 and 2019, requiring affected travelers to use a 16-mile detour that adds
approximately 30 minutes to some trips. The closure has also reduced access to homes,
emergency services, utilities, businesses, and other essential destinations.

The need to restore this connection has become even more significant following Hurricane Helene,
which caused widespread damage throughout Western North Carolina in September 2024,
including extensive damage to U.S. 176 between Saluda and Tryon. With U.S. 176 closed during
reconstruction, 1-26 is currently serving as the primary regional connection between these
communities. In this context, restoring Howard Gap Road would provide valuable network
redundancy and an additional route within a transportation system that has experienced significant
disruptions from extreme weather events.

The proposed project would improve the long-term resilience and reliability of Howard Gap Road
through roadway reconstruction, slope stabilization, retaining infrastructure, and drainage
improvements designed to address the conditions that contributed to previous failures. Reopening
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the roadway would restore an existing transportation connection that has been unavailable since
2019, reduce travel burdens associated with the current detour, improve access for emergency
and utility services, and provide greater flexibility within the regional transportation network.

As the Metropolitan Planning Organization responsible for coordinating transportation planning and
investment across the French Broad River region, FBRMPO recognizes the importance of
transportation system resilience and network redundancy, particularly in a region that has
experienced significant impacts from flooding, landslides, and other extreme weather events.
Projects such as the Howard Gap Road improvements demonstrate how targeted investments in
existing infrastructure can strengthen the reliability of the broader transportation network and
improve the ability of communities to maintain access during and following disruptive events.

For these reasons, the French Broad River Metropolitan Planning Organization strongly supports
the Howard Gap Road: Resilience After Landslides Project and NCDOT’s application for
federal PROTECT Resilience Improvement Grant funding. We respectfully encourage the U.S.
Department of Transportation to support this important investment in transportation resilience and
connectivity in Western North Carolina.

Respectfully,

Tristan Winkler
Director
French Broad River Metropolitan Planning Organization
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ltem 3D

Letter of Support- NCDOT PROTECT Grant Application

for Coastal Flood Warning System

The Honorable Sean Duffy

U.S. Secretary of Transportation

United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE

Washington, DC 20590

October 1, 2026
Dear Secretary Duffy:

On behalf of the French Broad River Metropolitan Planning Organization (FBRMPO), | am pleased
to express our strong support for the North Carolina Department of Transportation’s application for
funding through the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Promoting Resilient Operations for
Transformative, Efficient, and Cost-Saving Transportation (PROTECT) Program to advance
statewide transportation flood resilience.

Flooding is one of the most significant hazards affecting the reliability and continuity of
transportation systems in Western North Carolina. Recent flooding events, including the impacts of
Hurricane Helene in September 2024, demonstrated how quickly flooding and associated hazards
can disrupt roads, bridges, transit services, and other critical transportation infrastructure. These
disruptions can limit access to homes, businesses, healthcare, emergency services, and other
essential destinations while placing additional demands on already constrained transportation
networks.

FBRMPO supports NCDOT'’s efforts to advance and integrate a suite of flood warning, monitoring,
and transportation resilience tools—including FIMAN, T-SAPP, BridgeWatch, DriveNC, and related
systems. Integrating these resources can strengthen the ability of transportation agencies and
regional partners to identify and communicate flood-related risks, monitor conditions, anticipate
transportation disruptions, and make informed decisions before, during, and following severe
weather events.
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As a Metropolitan Planning Organization, FBRMPO has a direct interest in improving the resilience
of the transportation system and incorporating better information about hazards and vulnerabilities
into transportation planning and investment decisions. Tools that provide timely information about
flooding, bridge conditions, roadway impacts, and potential disruptions can support more informed
planning, emergency response, incident management, and coordination among transportation and
emergency management agencies.

The proposed initiative also provides an important opportunity to improve coordination and
interoperability among existing tools and data sources. A more integrated statewide approach can
help ensure that information developed through flood monitoring and transportation systems is
useful not only to NCDOT, but also to MPOs, local governments, emergency responders, and
other partners responsible for maintaining mobility and community access during disruptive
events.

FBRMPO recognizes that transportation resilience depends not only on investments in physical
infrastructure, but also on the data, technology, coordination, and decision-support capabilities

necessary to understand risks and respond effectively. Continued investment in statewide flood
warning and transportation resilience tools will help strengthen the reliability of North Carolina’s
transportation network, improve emergency preparedness, reduce the impacts of transportation
disruptions, and support economic continuity for communities throughout the state.

For these reasons, the French Broad River Metropolitan Planning Organization strongly supports
NCDOT'’s application for PROTECT funding to advance statewide transportation flood resilience
and the continued development and integration of FIMAN, T-SAPP, BridgeWatch, DriveNC, and
related tools. We appreciate NCDOT’s leadership in pursuing this initiative and encourage the U.S.
Department of Transportation to support this important investment in the resilience and reliability of
North Carolina’s transportation system.

Tristan Winkler
Director
French Broad River Metropolitan Planning Organization

339 New Leicester Highway, Suite 140 ¢ Asheville. NC 28806 *www.fbrmpo.org
Long-Range Transportation Plan *Transportation Improvement Program
Highway Planning ¢ Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning ° Transit Planning * Air Quality
Public Involvement



FRENCH BROAD RIVER

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

Staff Report & Recommendations

ltem 3E

Letter of Support- NCDOT PROTECT Grant Application
for Coastal Flood Warning System

The Honorable Howard Lutnick
Secretary

U.S. Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20230

Re: Decennial Census of the Population of Americans; Proposed Residence Criteria and Proposed
Regulations for Demographic Questions, Docket No. 260903-0005

Dear Secretary Lutnick:

The French Broad River Metropolitan Planning Organization (FBRMPQO) appreciates the opportunity to
submit comments on the U.S. Census Bureau’s proposed residence criteria and regulations governing
demographic questions for the decennial census.

FBRMPO is the federally designated metropolitan planning organization for the Greater Asheville region in
Western North Carolina. Its planning area includes Buncombe, Haywood, Henderson, and Madison
Counties and the municipalities within the MPO planning area. In this role, FBRMPO is responsible for
carrying out the federally required metropolitan transportation planning process, including development and
implementation of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), Transportation Improvement Program (TIP),
Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP), public participation policies, performance-based planning
activities, and coordination with the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT), transit
agencies, local governments, and other regional partners.

FBRMPO shares the considerations raised by the Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations
(AMPO) in its national comments on the proposed rule. AMPO’s comments appropriately emphasize the
importance of Census population and demographic data for transportation forecasting and modeling, federal
funding and program requirements, Metropolitan Planning Organization and Transportation Management
Area (TMA) designations, Title VI analysis, and small-area planning. FBRMPO submits these comments to
provide additional regional context regarding how changes to Census residence criteria and demographic
data collection could affect transportation planning in Western North Carolina.

Census population and demographic data are foundational to FBRMPO'’s transportation planning activities.
FBRMPO uses these data to understand existing and projected population and employment patterns,
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develop socioeconomic forecasts, support the region’s travel-demand model, identify current and future
transportation needs, develop and evaluate the MTP, support transportation project prioritization, conduct
Title VI analyses, plan for transit and multimodal transportation needs, and provide technical assistance to
local governments and regional partners. FBRMPO also relies on Census data as one component of the
broader data foundation used to understand transportation demand and evaluate how transportation
investments will serve communities throughout the region.

One particularly important example is FBRMPQO’s development of long-range socioeconomic projections for
the region. FBRMPO recently completed a 2050 Land Use and Socio-Economic Forecast that includes
population and employment projections at a level of detail appropriate for use in the region’s travel-demand
modeling process. These forecasts support evaluation of alternative growth scenarios and inform the
identification and prioritization of transportation needs through the MTP process. Reliable Census
population data provide an essential benchmark for these forecasts and for understanding whether
observed changes in population and travel demand reflect actual regional growth or changes in
methodology or population definitions.

Reliable and consistent Census data are therefore important not only for documenting population change,
but also for translating population and demographic change into transportation needs. FBRMPO'’s current
planning activities include developing base-year land use, employment, and demographic data for the next
MTP and maintaining and updating transportation modeling resources. Changes to the underlying
population universe or residence criteria could affect the assumptions used in these analyses and make it
more difficult to maintain consistency between observed population trends, socioeconomic forecasts, and
transportation demand.

FBRMPO encourages the Census Bureau to enumerate and publish a complete resident-population dataset
for planning purposes if the population used for congressional apportionment differs from the complete
population residing in a region. Transportation systems and other public infrastructure serve people who
live, work, study, and travel in a community regardless of how they are treated for apportionment purposes.
Metropolitan planning agencies need population information that reflects those demands and can be used
consistently at regional, local, corridor, transportation analysis zone, and other small-area geographies.

The proposed changes to the definition of “usual residence” may also affect regions differently. Proposed §
60.2 would use a January 3—April 1 enumeration period and consider the number of days an individual
spends at a residence, together with tax records and other information. FBRMPQ’s planning area includes
communities with varied population patterns, including seasonal and second-home populations, college and
university students, and residents whose employment or other activities may involve travel across
jurisdictional boundaries. Additional Census analysis and guidance explaining how the proposed
methodology would apply to these populations would help regional planning agencies understand and
account for any resulting changes.

Consistency across Census years is equally important. FBRMPO uses Census benchmarks to calibrate and
validate transportation models, develop long-range population and socioeconomic forecasts, monitor growth
trends, evaluate transportation needs, and support the development of the MTP. FBRMPO'’s current MTP,
Elevate 2050, is a federally required long-range multimodal transportation plan that evaluates future
transportation needs and guides transportation investments throughout the region.
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Changes in Census definitions or population universes can make it difficult for transportation planning
agencies to distinguish actual regional growth or decline from changes caused by methodology. FBRMPO
therefore encourages the Census Bureau to clearly document methodology changes and, where
practicable, provide comparable historical and current datasets that allow MPOs to maintain continuity in
population, demographic, and socioeconomic analyses over time.

Census population measures may also affect transportation requirements tied to population, including MPO
and TMA designations, urban area population totals, federal transportation funding distributions and
suballocations, and program eligibility. These relationships are particularly important for metropolitan areas
such as Asheville, where Census population measures help establish the demographic and geographic
context for federal transportation planning requirements. FBRMPO encourages continued coordination
among the Census Bureau, U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, Federal
Transit Administration, and other federal agencies so that transportation agencies have clear guidance
regarding which population measures apply to federal programs, designations, funding formulas, and
planning requirements.

FBRMPO also relies extensively on demographic data for Title VI analysis, corridor studies, transit planning,
community engagement, needs assessments, socioeconomic modeling, and evaluation of transportation
investments. FBRMPOQO's Title VI program recognizes the importance of demographic information in
ensuring that transportation planning and decision-making appropriately consider the populations and
communities affected by transportation investments.

FBRMPO appreciates that proposed § 70.4 would continue to allow the Census Bureau to collect
demographic information through the American Community Survey (ACS) and other surveys. However, the
ACS is not a complete substitute for the decennial Census. The decennial Census is designed to
enumerate the full population and provides a foundational population benchmark, while the ACS is a sample
survey that produces estimates from a smaller annual sample. The two products therefore serve different
purposes and are not fully interchangeable, particularly for small-area analysis, population benchmarking,
and long-term data continuity.

FBRMPO also encourages the Census Bureau to clarify how proposed § 70.3 and Department
Administrative Order 216-26, Disclosure Avoidance for Statistical Products, will operate together and what
that interaction will mean for the continued availability and usability of demographic data at the census tract,
block group, transportation analysis zone, and other small geographic levels used in transportation
planning. Small-area demographic data are particularly important to MPOs because transportation needs
and the effects of transportation investments can vary substantially within a region. Maintaining useful
geographic detail is therefore critical for meaningful project development, and community engagement.
Finally, nationally consistent Census data provides a common foundation that individual regions cannot
easily recreate. If MPOs and other public agencies must increasingly rely on locally developed surveys,
administrative records, or independent population and demographic estimates, differences in methodology,
geographic coverage, and data quality could make comparisons across regions and over time more difficult.
Developing replacement datasets would also require significant staff time and financial resources that could
otherwise support transportation planning, project development, public engagement, and implementation.
For an MPO such as FBRMPO, maintaining locally developed socioeconomic and demographic datasets at
the level necessary for regional modeling and planning would be a substantial and ongoing technical,
financial, and administrative burden.
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FBRMPO supports the Census Bureau'’s efforts to establish clear and workable procedures for the
decennial census. As the Bureau considers the proposed rule, we respectfully encourage Census to:

1.

Preserve data continuity by minimizing unnecessary changes to population definitions and
providing comparable historical and current data when methodologies change;

Provide a complete resident-population dataset for planning purposes if the population used
for congressional apportionment differs from the complete population residing in a region;

Maintain reliable population and demographic products at useful geographic levels, including
small-area geographies necessary for transportation modeling, Title VI analysis, and project
planning;

Clearly document methodology and population-universe changes so MPOs can distinguish
actual demographic trends from changes resulting from Census methodology;

Provide guidance on the treatment of populations with complex residence patterns, including
seasonal residents, students, and other populations whose circumstances may create challenges
under a revised definition of “usual residence”; and

Coordinate with USDOT and other federal agencies to ensure that changes to Census population
measures do not create unnecessary uncertainty regarding transportation program requirements,
MPO and TMA designations, funding distributions, or other population-based federal requirements.

Reliable, consistent, and geographically detailed population and demographic data are essential to
FBRMPOQ'’s ability to fulfill its federal transportation planning responsibilities and to help local, state, and
federal partners make informed decisions about transportation investments in Western North Carolina.
Census data provide a national foundation that supports transportation planning well beyond the purposes
of congressional apportionment, and maintaining that foundation is in the public interest.

Thank you for considering these comments and the transportation planning needs of the Western North
Carolina. FBRMPO looks forward to continued engagement with federal, state, regional, and local partners
to support reliable data and effective long-term transportation planning.

Sincerely,

Anthony Sutton, French Broad River MPO Board Chair
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ltem 4A:;

Draft Priority Projects for Division Needs

Background

The Prioritization Process (AKA SPOT, AKA P 8) is the process in North Carolina that helps
determine the maijority of transportation improvements across the State. The process is dictated by
the Strateqgic Transportation Investments Act (STI) of 2012 and is generally designed to be a data-
driven, transparent process to determine what transportation projects are funded or not. MPOs are
engaged throughout the process to submit projects for consideration (along with Divisions and
RPOs) as well as local input points that are used to boost the scores of projects competing for
Regional Impact or Division Needs funding.

o Funding Tiers
The STI Law breaks up funds for this process into
three different funding tiers. Each tier has different
Metropolitan Transportation eligibilities, as shown below:
Statewide Mobility- Freeway projects and Asheville
Airport

- Regional Impact- US/NC Highways, Passenger Rail
Prioritization (SPOT) Division Needs- Secondary Roads, Bike/Ped, Transit

Transportation Improvement Action Items for Today
e (017 ¢ Review Outcomes of the Regional Impact funding

tier
:’rojlect Study and e Discuss DRAFT local input points for Division
mplementation Needs projects
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Statewide Mobility Projects

Statewide Mobility projects are programmed solely based on the quantitative score. Only one
project in the MPO scored well enough for programming with available funding in P8:

e [|-40 Express Lanes from Exit 44 to Exit 27 (Haywood, Buncombe counties)

Regional Impact Projects

Regional Impact projects are programmed 70% based on quantitative score, 30% based on local
input from planning organizations and NCDOT Divisions. Five projects in the MPO scored well
enough for programming with available funding in P8:

WNC Passenger Rail (Salisbury to Asheville)
e US 25B (Asheville Highway) from North Main Street to NC 191 (Haywood Road)- Improve

Intersections

e NC 63 (New Leicester Highway) from Newfound Road to Gouges Branch Road- Improve
Intersections

o US 19/23 (Smokey Park Highway) from 1-40 to NC 151 (Pisgah Highway)- Access
Management

¢ NC 191 (Brevard Road), Glenn Bridge Road, Avery Creek Road- Improve Intersection

All of these projects are expected to be programmed in the 2028-2037 STIP/TIP, but it is unclear
whether or not those projects will be fully funded or funded just for engineering.

Division Needs Projects
Below is a list of all Division Needs projects in (or partially in) the MPO, sorted by their MPO Score.

Division
Route / Needs TOTAL
F ifi
Facility / rcasr; : e(;r;)ss To / Cross Descrintion im S::::r:ent Cost to Quantitav Ex{¢]
Project Location Street P P Tvbe NCDOT e Score SCOR
Name P (Out of E
50)
C.onstruct a 7 - Protected
US 19 sidewalk along Linear
Rutherford US 19 (Smokey . S
(Smokey Road NC 151 Park Hwy) from Ped‘e‘strlan 3,632,800 95
Park Hwy) Facility
Rutherford Road (Pedestrian)
to NC 151.
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Route /
E ifi
Facllity / roSr::'éeir/o ” To / Cross Description Im S::i:r:ent (LB
Project . Street P P NCDOT
Location Type
Name
Fill gaps
between
existing sidwalks
on Church and
King Streets in 7 - Protected
Church North Hendersonville. | Linear $
Street and us 176 Main This includes Pedestrian 1569 200
King Street Street upgrading Facility e
signals and (Pedestrian)
other pedestrian
infrastructure to
be ADA
compliant.
Construct a new
City of transit
Transit Ashe'V|IIe mu'I'FlmodaI 5 - Facility -
Multimodal service Area N/A facility to Passenger v
Facilit and routes accommodation Stationg 50,000,000
y provided by vehicles that
ART pick-up and drop
transit riders.
Bent Creek Construct a new
Greenway multi-use path 2 - Off-
. French
(Hominy . from the French | Road/Separate
Hominy Creek | Broad ) . S
Creek/WNC . Broad River d Linear
\ Greenway River . . 7,555,952
Farmer's Greenwa Greenway to the | Bicycle Facility
Market 4 Hominy Creek (Bicycle)
Segment) Greenway.
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Needs
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(Out of
50)

TOTAL
MPO
SCOR
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85
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Route / o
Facility / e e To / Cross .. SQEE Cost to
Project Stree.t / S Description Improvement NCDOT
Location Type
Name
Construct
sidewalks from
the western
terminus of Old
Haywood Road 7 - Protected
Patton Old Haywood | Johnston ;TOJ:;EZESnBlVd II;I:(::;trian S
Avenue Road Blvd . L 6,086,400
Avenue. This Facility
project would fill | (Pedestrian)
gaps in the
existing sidewalk
network on this
corridor.
Construct multi- | 2 - Off-
Lake Julian | French Broad | Lake use path from Roe.1d/Separate S
Greenway River Julian Lake Julian to d Linear 7,880,800
the French Bicycle Facility e
Broad River. (Bicycle)
Access
us 19 SR 1207 management
(Dellwood south (Dayton projecgt which 11 - Access >
Lakeshore Dr . e Management | 39,100,000
Road) Drive) will eliminate
the TWLTL.
SR 1511
(Berkeley
Road), SR
1509 US4 (Four | Us2sBus | Modernizethe g
(Thompson Seasons (Asheville roadway to Modernize >
Street), SR Boulevard) Highway) improve safety Roadway 31,700,000
1508 for all users.

(Berkeley
Road/Signal
Hill Road)
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Route /

Facility /
Project
Name

From / Cross
Street /
Location

To / Cross
Street

Description

Specific
Improvement
Type

Cost to
NCDOT

Ecusta Rail
Trail

Existing
Estatoe Trail
Cherry St
Brevard

SR 1211
(Battle
Creek Rd)
Henderso
n Co.

Construct a rail
to trail project
on the Banked
Ecusta Rail Line
from existing
Estatoe Trail in
Brevard to SR
1211 Battle
Creek Rd in
Henderson Co.
This project will
construct
remaining
sections of EB-
6037B from the
southern
terminus of BL-
0007 to the
existing Estatoe
Trail in Brevard.
(This is for BF-
0002 and BL-
0078)

2 - Off-
Road/Separate
d Linear
Bicycle Facility
(Bicycle)

S
12,000,000

SR 1332
(North
Louisiana
Avenue)

USs 19/23
(Patton
Avenue)

SR 1338
(Emma
Road)

Modernize
Roadway

16 -
Modernize
Roadway

s
28,100,000
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Division
Needs
Quantitav
e Score
(Out of
50)

TOTAL
MPO
SCOR

77

77
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METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
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Division
Route / Needs
F ifi
Facility / rosr:: é e(;r/oss To / Cross Descriotion Im S::i:r:ent Cost to Quantitav
Project Location Street P P Tvpe NCDOT e Score
Name P (Out of
50)
Construct a new
. maintenance
Facility facility in order
location - 224 y
. to accommodate
Transit Louisiana Ave, additional
Maintenanc Asheville, NC N/A vehicles and 9 - Facility - >
- 28806 Maintenance 59,000,000
e Facility Citv of address current
Y . maintenance
Asheville - .
. facility capacity
Service Area. o
through a facility
assessment.
Construct new
sidewalks and 7 - Protected
P et | e e | TSI e
Sidewalks Creek Road Parkway Haw Creek Road | Facility 6,186,800
to the Blue (Pedestrian)
Ridge Parkway.
old us Construct new 7 - Protected
US 19/23/74 19/23/74 | sidewalks from Linear
Haywood . S
(Patton (Smokey Patton Avenue Pedestrian
Road L 3,499,200
Sidewalks Avenue) Park to Smokey Park | Facility
Highway) | Highway. (Pedestrian)

339 New Leicester Highway, Suite 140 ¢ Asheville. NC 28806 *www.fbrmpo.org
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TOTAL
MPO
SCOR

75

67

67
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Route /
F ifi
Facllity / roSr::'éeir/o ” To / Cross Description Im S::i:r:ent (LB
Project . Street P P NCDOT
Location Type
Name
Improve
intersection at
SR 1734,
Sugarloaf Road,
SR 1006 SR 1734 and SR 1006, 10 - Improve $
(Howard (Sugarloaf N/A Howard GaE) Intersection 13,000,000
Gap Road) Road) Road. Consider
a roundabout
and include SR
1746, N. Allen
Road.
Construct a
Above The greenway to 2 - Off-
connect the Road/Separate
Mud . Oklawaha . . S
Ecusta Trail Ecusta Trail to d Linear
Greenway Greenway . . 4,236,000
the Oklawaha Bicycle Facility
Connector .
Greenway and (Bicycle)
Jackson Park.
Construct 7 - Protected
Us 70 Franklin Wtarren S|dew§Iks from Linear ‘ S
Sidewalks Street Wilson Franklin Road to | Pedestrian 4278 400
Road Warren Wilson Facility S
Road. (Pedestrian)
Construct
greenway along
existing sewer
Greenway- f:rsri?;i:tot:om 2 - Off-
¥ Blue Ridge L Road/Separate
Jackson Jackson Park Communit existing d Linear >
Park to Blue Oklawaha . . 7,243,600
. y College . Bicycle Facility
Ridge CC Greenway in (Bicycle)
Jackson Park to y
Blue Ridge
Community
College.

339 New Leicester Highway, Suite 140 ¢ Asheville. NC 28806 *www.fbrmpo.org
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Division
Needs TOTAL
ollEN eV MPO
e Score SCOR
(Out of E
50)

64
61
56
54
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Route / o
Facllity / Frosr::'éeir/o ” To / Cross Description Im S::i::::ent (LB
Project . Street P P NCDOT
Location Type
Name
Construct a new
section of multi-
use path from
. the eX|s.t|ng 5 - Off-
Richland recreation park
. Haywood L Road/Separate
Creek Recreation ) to tie in with an . S
High Tech . d Linear
Greenway- | Park existing path . o 5,461,600
Center Bicycle Facility
North near the (Bicycle)
Haywood ¥
Industrial Park in
the Town of
Waynesville.
Modernize SR
1003 to include
R PV L A T 5
(Reems . (Ox Creek | . Modernize 116,000,00
Creek Road) (Weaverville Road) improved Roadway 0
Highway) horizontal/vertic
al geometry
where possible.
SR 1134 SR 1134 (Crymes ‘
(Crymes Cove Cove Road) and 21 - Realign $
us 276 Rd), Raccoon N/A Raccoon RFJad. Multlp!e 6,500,000
Rd Intersection Intersections
realignment.
Modernize
SR 13%38 US 25 NC 280 Fannlng Bridge 16 -
(Fanning (Hendersonvil | (Airport Road with Modernize >
Bridge e Road] Ran) Complete ro 75,000,000
Road) Streets y
Improvements

339 New Leicester Highway, Suite 140 ¢ Asheville. NC 28806 *www.fbrmpo.org
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Division
Needs TOTAL
ollEN eV MPO
e Score SCOR
(Out of E
50)

54
50
47
46
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Route /
E ifi
Facllity / roSr::'éeir/o ” To / Cross Description Im Srl':s:r:ent (LB
Project . Street P P NCDOT
Location Type
Name
North Construct Zir-]:;?tected
Louisiana ) Adams Hill | sidewalks from . S
Avenue Mallard Drive | o - Mallard Drive to Eaegﬁ:t”a" 714,000
Sidewalks Adams Hill Road y .
(Pedestrian)
Construct
sidewalks from
N Main Nix Road to Zi;]:;?tected
Street/Clear Nix Road Baldwin Baldwin Ave Pedestrian S
Creek Road Avenue along Clear Facilit 3,539,600
Sidewalks Creek Rd/N (PedeZtrian)
Main Street in
Hendersonville.
gl?:lr;f/\tlglljlf: along / - Protected
:\IRCivfjslide Future 1-26 Woodfin NC251 Il;lgjsgtrian >
. Ave (Riverside Drive) o 3,321,200
Drive) Facility
from future 1-26 (Pedestrian)
to Woodfin Ave.
Improve the
intersections of | 25 - Improve
(Sgliiszr‘:an Patton Hilliard Clingman Multiple S
g Avenue Avenue Avenue at Intersections 18,300,000
Avenue) )
Patton and along Corridor
Hilliard
Construct Reems | 2 - Off-
Reems Karpen Creek Greenway | Road/Separate $
Creek Quarry Road Soccer from Quarry d Linear
. . . 9,831,000
Greenway Field Road to Karpen | Bicycle Facility
Soccer Field. (Bicycle)

339 New Leicester Highway, Suite 140 ¢ Asheville. NC 28806 *www.fbrmpo.org
Long-Range Transportation Plan *Transportation Improvement Program

Highway Planning ¢ Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning ° Transit Planning * Air Quality

Public Involvement

Division
Needs
Quantitav
e Score
(Out of
50)

TOTAL
MPO
SCOR

41

39

39

38

37




FRENCH BROAD RIVER

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
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Route / o
Facility / e e To / Cross .. SQEE Cost to
Project Stree.t / S Description Improvement NCDOT
Location Type
Name
Construct the
Mills River Valley | 2 - Off-
Mills River NC 191 (Old NC 191 Trail multi-use Ro:.zld/Separate $
Valley Trail | Haywood Rd) | (Hayweod | pathfrom NC | d Linear 5,464,000
Rd) 191 to NC 191 Bicycle Facility | =" "/
through Mills (Bicycle)
River.
The site is
located on 50
Armory Drive The Passenger
in Clyde NC. Transfer Station
This location would serve
houses Haywood Public
Haywood Transit as a
Public Transit location for the
Haywood operatef:l by public to 5 - Facility -
County Mountain N/A transfer from Passenger S
Transfer Projects Inc. one bus to Station 1,065,000
Station This land was another. The
deeded from building would
Haywood have public
County bathrooms and
Government an out of the

to Mountain
Projects on
December 21,
2007

weather waiting
area.
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Division
Needs
Quantitav
e Score
(Out of
50)

TOTAL
MPO
SCOR

37

35
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Route /
E ifi
Facllity / roSr::'éeir/o ” To / Cross Description Im Srl':s:r:ent (LB
Project . Street P P NCDOT
Location Type
Name
Modernize
167 oo
(Elkwood | NC 251 Us 25 imgrove Yl 16- ;
Avenue?/OId (Rlyer5|de (Merrimo intersections, Modernize 49,700,000
Burnsville Drive) n Avenue) Roadway
. and add
Hill Road)
complete streets
improvements.
Construct
sidewalks along
} 7 - Protected
North Blue Ridge | .
SR 2500 Linear
Cragmont | Road from US 70 . S
(North Blue | US 70 Pedestrian
. Street to end of o 1,589,600
Ridge Road) e Facility
existing sidewalk .
(Pedestrian)
on Cragmont
Street.
Construct
sidewalks along | 7 - Protected
Fairview Swannanoa Liberty :::;:]new Road to II;I:cT:srtrian S
Road River Road Street . 3,967,600
Swannanoa Facility
River Road to (Pedestrian)
Liberty Street.
g |20
Mars Hill P . g Road/Separate
Park Drive NC 213 Recreatio Park Drive from d Linear >
NC 213 or Mars . - 2,262,800
n Park . . Bicycle Facility
Hill Recreation (Bicycle)
Park. y
2 - Off-
Saluda SR 1105 Bell Park . Road/Separate
Grade Rail (Greenville (Near SR Convert railway d Linear >
. 1852/US to MUP. . - 4,304,200
Trail Street) Bicycle Facility
176) .
(Bicycle)
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Public Involvement

Division
Needs
Quantitav
e Score
(Out of
50)

TOTAL
MPO
SCOR

33

32

32

25

20
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METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
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Route / o
Facility / e e To / Cross .. SQEE Cost to
Project Stree.t / S Description Improvement NCDOT
Location Type
Name
C.onstruct 7 - Protected
sidewalks along Linear
Merrimon Lake Louise Brown Merrimon Ave Pedestrian S
Ave Drive Street from Lake Louise Facility 1,374,000
Drive to Brown (Pedestrian)
Street.
Construct
approximately
3,600 feet of 7 - Protected
NC 215 SR 1589 SR 1513 ADA compliant Linear S
(Champion | (North Canton | (Thickety | sidewalk onthe | Pedestrian 5 843.000
Drive) Road) Road) eastern side of Facility T
NC 215 (Pedestrian)
(Champion
Drive).
Two
expansion
vehicles
would allow
for new fixed-
route service Purchase two
Haywood that .WOUId exp?nsion . 1 - Mobility
County prowfje . vehicles (25 (route- g
. transit service | N/A LTVs) to expand o
Expansion . A specific) - New | 185,197
Vehicles to Maggie service in Service
Valley and tie- Haywood
in to the County

existing fixed-
route
between
Waynesville
and Canton.
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Public Involvement

Division
Needs
Quantitav
e Score
(Out of
50)

TOTAL
MPO
SCOR

15

10

10




FRENCH BROAD RIVER

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
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Route /
E ifi
Facllity / roSr::'éeir/o ” To / Cross Description Im S::i:r:ent (LB
Project . Street P P NCDOT
Location Type
Name
Construct a
sidewalk from
Hyatt Creek Rd
to 7 - Protected
Piney approximately Linear
Old Balsam | Hyatt Creek Mountain | 400ft southwest | Pedestrian >
Road Rd . . 1,112,800
Rd of Piney Facility
Mountain Rdin | (Pedestrian)
Waynesville to
connect to fill a
sidewalk gap.
Extend sidewalk
on the East side
of Allens Creek
SR 1149 Knothead | Road to allow 7._ Protected
SR 1147 . . . Linear
(Allens (Piney Drive pedestrian Pedestrian S
Mountain (Private access to o 1,613,400
Creek Road) . . Facility
Road) Drive) shopping areas

and services and
to Allens Creek
Park.

(Pedestrian)
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Division
Needs
Quantitav
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(Out of
50)
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MPO
SCOR




FRENCH BROAD RIVER

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

Staff Report & Recommendations

TCC & Prioritization Subcommittee Recommendation: Draft Points Awarded Based on the
MPO Score & Preliminary Willingness for Local Match for Non-Highway Projects

Number of Points Used: 1,639 out of 2,400

Notes:
[ ]

LEAVES ROOM FOR ADDITIONAL REQUESTS
Nine (9) projects in Division 13, Eight (8) projects in Division 14

The TCC Recommended the Addition of Ecusta Rail Trail and Above the Mud Greenway
(shown below)

Route / g
Divisio | Facility / A s To/ L. Specific Cost to
. Street / Cross Description Improvemen
n Project . NCDOT
Location Street t Type
Name
Construct a
sidewalk along 7 - Protected
US 19 (Smokey | .
US 19 Rutherford Park Hwy) Linear S
13 (Smokey NC 151 4 Pedestrian
Road from . 3,632,800
Park Hwy) Facility
Rutherford (Pedestrian)
Road to NC
151.
Fill gaps
between
existing
sidwalks on
Church and
King Streetsin | 7 - Protected
Church North Hendersonville | Linear $
14 Streetand | US 176 Main . This includes | Pedestrian 1569 200
King Street Street upgrading Facility T
signals and (Pedestrian)
other
pedestrian
infrastructure
to be ADA
compliant.
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Division
Needs
Quantita
ve Score
(Out of
50)

TOTA

MPO
SCOR

95

87
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Route / g
Divisio | Facility / A s To/ L. Specific Cost to
. Street / Cross Description Improvemen
n Project . NCDOT
Location Street t Type
Name
Construct a
Bent Creek new multi-use
2 - Off-
Greenway French path from the
. . Road/Separa
(Hominy Hominy Broad French Broad ted Linear S
13 Creek/WN | Creek River River .
\ Bicycle 7,555,952
C Farmer's | Greenway Greenwa | Greenway to Facilit
Market y the Hominy (Bic cre)
Segment) Creek ¥
Greenway.
Construct
sidewalks from
the western
terminus of
Old Haywood
Road to 7 - Protected
13 Patton (H):i/wood Johnston ;T::gStISanttihr:d II;IQ(:::trian >
Avenue Road Blvd Avenue. This Facility 6,086,400
project would | (Pedestrian)
fill gaps in the
existing
sidewalk
network on
this corridor.
Construct 2 - Off-
multi-use path | Road/Separa
13 Lake Julian | French Lake from Lake ted Linear S
Greenway | Broad River | Julian Julian to the Bicycle 7,880,800
French Broad Facility
River. (Bicycle)
Access
us 19 SR 1207 | management S
h 11-A
14 (Dellwood Sout (Dayton | project which ceess 39,100,00
Lakeshore Dr . . Management
Road) Drive) will eliminate 0

the TWLTL.
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Division
Needs
Quantita
ve Score
(Out of
50)

TOTA

MPO
SCOR

85

82

80

79
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Division
Route / g Needs
Divisio | Facility / AT s To/ . Specific Cost to Quantita
. Street / Cross Description Improvemen
n Project Location Street t Tvpe NCDOT ve Score
Name yp (Out of
)]
SR 1511
(Berkeley
Lt
B Modernize th
(Thompso | US 64 (Four (Ausievill rogd\i/r:lz'z) € |16- S
14 n Street), Seasons o im rovgsafet Modernize 31,700,00
SR 1508 Boulevard) . P ¥ Roadway 0
Highway | for all users.
(Berkeley )
Road/Sign
al Hill
Road)
Construct a rail
to trail project
on the Banked
Ecusta Rail Line
from existing
Estatoe Trail in
Brevard to SR
1211 Battle
sRi211 | CeEKRAIN s g
L Henderson Co.
Existing (Battle ) : Road/Separa
. . This project X S
Ecusta Rail | Estatoe Trail | Creek . ted Linear
14 . will construct . 12,000,00
Trail Cherry St Rd) . Bicycle
remaining . 0
Brevard Henders . Facility
on Co sections of EB- (Bicycle)
" | 60378 from y

the southern
terminus of BL-
0007 to the
existing
Estatoe Trail in
Brevard. (This
is for BF-0002
and BL-0078)
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TOTA

MPO
SCOR

78

77
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Route /

Divisio | Facility / AT s To/ . Specific Cost to
. Street / Cross Description Improvemen
n Project . NCDOT
Location Street t Type
Name
(SNRolrst,ffi32 Us 19/23 SR 1338 Modernize 16- >
13 . (Patton (Emma Modernize 28,100,00
Louisiana Roadway
Avenue) Road) Roadway 0
Avenue)
Construct a
new
Facilit maintenance
.y facility in order
location - to
224
Louisiana accommodate
Transit Ave additional 9 - Facility - S
13 Maintenan - N/A vehicles and . y 59,000,00
ce Facilit Asheville, NC address Maintenance 0
Y1 28806
. current
City of .
. maintenance
Asheville - .
. facility capacity
Service Area.
through a
facility
assessment.
Improve
intersection at
SR 1734,
Sugarloaf
SR 1006 SR 1734 T(())gg' ::J(\szF:d 10 - Improve >
14 (Howard (Sugarloaf N/A ! P . 13,000,00
Gap Road. Intersection
Gap Road) | Road) . 0
Consider a
roundabout
and include SR
1746, N. Allen
Road.
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Division
Needs
Quantita
ve Score
(Out of
50)

22.92

TOTA

MPO
SCOR

77

75

64
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Route / g
Divisio | Facility / AT s To/ . Specific Cost to
. Street / Cross Description Improvemen
n Project . NCDOT
Location Street t Type
Name
|20t
Above The Oklawah g y Road/Separa
connect the .
Mud . a . ted Linear S
14 Ecusta Trail Ecusta Trail to .
Greenway Greenwa Bicycle 4,236,000
the Oklawaha s
Connector y Facility
Greenway and (Bicycle)
Jackson Park. ¥
Modernize SR
1003 to include
paved
SR 1003 US19,US 23 | SR2109 | shoulders,
(Reems BUS (Ox wider lanes 16- >
13 . . Modernize 116,000,0
Creek (Weaverville | Creek and improved Roadwa 00
Road) Highway) Road) horizontal/vert ¥
ical geometry
where
possible.
SR 1134
(Crymes Comdyan | 2L-Reallen |
14 Us 276 Cove Rd), N/A Raccoon Road. Multlp!e 6,500,000
. Intersections
Raccoon Rd Intersection
realignment.
Modernize
s o TR s
14 . & (Hendersonv | (Airport Modernize 75,000,00
Bridge ille Road) Road) Complete Roadwa 0
Road) Streets y
Improvements
mtorsections | 25~ Improve
SR 3548 - . Multiple S
13 (Clingman Patton Hilliard of Clingman Intersections | 18,300,00
Avenue Avenue Avenue at
Avenue) along 0
Patton and .
. Corridor
Hilliard
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Public Involvement

Division
Needs
Quantita
ve Score
(Out of
50)

TOTA

MPO
SCOR

61

50

47

46

38
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Division
TOTA
Route / g Needs 0
. o From / Cross To/ Specific . L
Divisio | Facility / L. Costto | LellEfjiiix
. Street / Cross Description Improvemen MPO
n Project . NCDOT ve Score
Location Street t Type SCOR
Name (Out of E
50)
Qonstruct a 7 - Off-
sidepath along Road/Separa
Mars Hill | Park Drive ted Line;r S
13 Park Drive | NC213 Recreati | from NC213 or | _. 25
) Bicycle 2,262,800
on Park Mars Hill s
. Facility
Recreation (Bicycle)
Park. ¥

Action Needed: Recommend Approval of Assignment of Draft Local Input Points for Division
Needs Projects & Cascading of Requested Haywood County projects

Next Steps:

Action

Date

Public Comment on Draft Division Needs Local
Input Points Opens

October 19, 2026

Prioritization Subcommittee Recommends
Final Local Input Point Assignment

November 4, 2026

Public Comment on Draft Division Needs Local
Input Points Closes

November 18, 2026

Board & TCC Finalize Local Input Point
Assignment

November 19, 2026

Prioritization Subcommittee & TCC Recommendation: Approve the Draft Local Input Points as

Shown.
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Staff Report & Recommendations

Item S5A:

I-40 Express Lanes Update

Background

NCDOT will provide an update on the proposed 1-40 Express Lanes project between Exit 27 in
Haywood County and Exit 44 in Buncombe County. Previously proposed as a conventional
widening project, 1-6054 was submitted to Prioritization 8.0 (P8) as an express lane project and
scored well enough to be programmed in the Statewide Mobility Tier. The project is expected to
advance into engineering, with construction funding still uncertain.

The MPO has considered managed lanes along this corridor for several years, and the Board
requested a feasibility study in January 2024. This update will give the Board and TCC an
opportunity to discuss NCDOT’s approach to project development, tolling, and financing, including
how lessons from the |-77 Express Lanes project could inform the process.

Kevin Bridges with NCDOT will provide an update on the project.

Information Only
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Staff Report & Recommendations

ltem 5B:

Merrimon Avenue Road Diet Report

The Merrimon Avenue road diet converted the section between W.T. Weaver Boulevard and
Midland Road from four lanes to three, adding a center turn lane and bicycle lanes. NCDOT’s
August 2026 report compares conditions before construction with 18 months following completion.

Findings include 24% fewer total crashes, increased bicycle use, and longer vehicle travel times-
approximately 47-51 seconds during weekday afternoons. Pedestrian and bicycle crashes
increased slightly. The report also notes that Hurricane Helene affected travel during the study
period.

Carrie Simpson with NCDOT will provide a summary of the report.

Information Only
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Staff Report & Recommendations

ltem OGA:

FY 2028 Unified Planning Work Program

The Draft FY 2028 Unified Planning Work Program is due in January, 2027. MPO staff will provide
a presentation on policy recommendations that may impact planning considerations for FY 2028,
but want to hear from members about what potential initiatives would be important to them. Some
items that have been discussed in the past:

Express Design Fund

Regional ADA Assessment and Prioritization Tool
More Planning Studies

Permanent Bike/Ped Counting Stations
Resurfacing Opportunity Program

Local Technical Assistance Program

Transit Access Assessment Program

Regional Transportation Data Program

Others

Any discussion and inputs are helpful to help form the FY 2028 Unified Planning Work Program.

Information Only
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Staff Report & Recommendations

ltem 7A:;

Division Project Updates

Division 13: https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/10/Division13 October2026 Updates.pdf

Division 14: https://frenchbroadrivermpo.org/wp-
content/uploads/2026/10/Division14 October2026 Updates.pdf

ltem 7B:

TPD Updates
FHWA/FTA Updates

FHWA Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Website: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bipartisan-infrastructure-
law/

FTA Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Website: https://www.transit.dot.gov/BIL
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Staff Report & Recommendations

ltem 7C:

Committee & Workgroup Updates

Prioritization Subcommittee— met on October 7", next meeting October 28t
e Division Needs Priority Projects
e MPO Awarded Projects

5307 Subrecipient Workgroup- met on August 18", next meeting November 17th.
Points of Business/Discussion:
¢ Grant management update by the City of Asheville including discussion of funds at risk of
lapsing
e Triennial review update
5310/JARC call for projects
o Knowledge-sharing opportunities within current group composition

MPO Studies Status

Study Managing Entity Year Status
Programmed
Woodfin-Weaverville Greenway Town of Woodfin 2025 Closing Out
Study
Buncombe County Pedestrian Buncombe County | 2025 Underway
Plan
Hellbender Implementation Plan FBRMPO 2024 Not Started
Regional ITS Plan FBRMPO 2024 Underway
Travel Survey/Model Upgrades FBRMPO 2024 Underway
Staffing & Compensation Study LOSRC 2024 Not Started- Led by
Land of Sky
MPOQO Strategic Plan FBRMPO 2027 RFLOI Drafted
US 64 (Four Seasons Boulevard) | FBRMPO 2027 Not Started
Corridor Study
Buncombe County Transit Plan FBRMPO 2027 Not Started
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METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

Staff Report & Recommendations

Item 7D

MPO-Awarded Projects

TIP ID Project Title | County Project When Will Construction | Managing MPO
Status Current Year Entity/Impacted Awarded
Phase Be (Beginning) Jurisdiction Amount
Completed?
BL- Broadway St | Buncombe | Closing Out | Recently City of Asheville Complete!
0005 Ped Completed!
Improvement
HL- - Buncombe | Closing Out | Recently City of Asheville Complete!
0012 240/Charlotte Completed!
St
Interchange &
Ped
Improvements
BL- Ecusta Trail Henderson | 95% Fall 2026 — 2023 NCDOT/Henderson | $7,238,000
0007 (Kanuga Rd Complete completing County
to US 64) punch-list
items
EB- Onteora Blvd | Buncombe | Closing Out | Recently 2023 NCDOT/City of Complete!
5948 Sidewalks Completed! Asheville
U-5190 | New Leicester | Buncombe | Closing Out | Complete. 2023 City of Asheville Complete!
Sidewalks
HL- Biltmore Buncombe | 60% Design | Complete 2026 NCDOT/City of $292,000
0014 Ave/White design in Fall Asheville
Fawn Dr 2026, ROW
Intersection and Utilities
Improvements to begin in
Fall 2026
EB- Johnston Rd Buncombe | Under Construction | 2026 City of Asheville $1,880,000
5944 Sidewalks Construction | Underway
—20%
Complete
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FRENCH BROAD RIVER

METROPOLITAN

PLANNIN

ORGANIZATION

Staff Report & Recommendatlons

TIP ID Project Title | County Project When Will Construction | Managing MPO
Status Current Year Entity/Impacted Awarded
Phase Be (Beginning) Jurisdiction Amount
Completed?
EB- New Haw Buncombe | Under Estimated to | 2026 City of Asheville $1,900,000
5947 Creek Rd Construction | be complete
Sidewalks —90% in Winter
Complete 2026
U- Nasty Branch | Buncombe | Design — Construction | 2026 City of Asheville $4,252,000
5019A Greenway 100% to begin Fall
R.OW. - 2026,
100% Currently
undergoing
cost
corrections
U- Craven St Buncombe | Survey NCDOT/City of $4,250,000
5019E Bridge underway, Asheville
design to
begin
August 2026
HL- Haywood Rd | Buncombe | Design — Going to bid | 2026 NCDOT/City of $1,968,000
0003 Resurfacing & 90% in Asheville
Ped September
Improvements 2024
EB- Deaverview Buncombe | Surveying ROW - 2028 | 2031 NCDOT/City of $4,867,000
5965 Rd Sidewalks underway Construction Asheville
- 2031
BL- Clear Creek Henderson | Under Construction | 2026 NCDOT/City of $3,707,000
0008 Greenway Construction | expected to Hendersonville
be complete
October
2027
BL- Riceville Rd Buncombe | Design — ROW 2027 NCDOT/City of $1,311,000
0076 Sidewalks 75% Underway, Asheville
was LET at
the end of
July 2026
EB- Riverwalk Buncombe | Design — Summer 2026 NCDOT/Town of $1,279,000
5547A Greenway 90% 2026 — will Black Mountain
(Black be let with
Mountain Ave ROW - 0% EB-5547B

to Flat Creek
Greenway)
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FRENCH BROAD RIVER

ORGANIZATION

Staff Report & Recommendations

METROPOLITAN

PLANNING

TIP ID Project Title | County Project When Will Construction | Managing MPO
Status Current Year Entity/Impacted Awarded
Phase Be (Beginning) Jurisdiction Amount
Completed?
EB- Riverwalk Buncombe | Design — Release of 2027 NCDOT/Town of $1,257,000
5547B | Greenway 90% ROW funds Black Mountain
(Black has been
Mountain Ave requested -
to Into the will be let
Oaks Trall) with EB-
5547A
EB- Woodfin Buncombe | Design — ROW to 2027 Buncombe $8,214,000
5774AA | Greenway — 65% begin in Fall County/Town of
Broadway St 2026 Woodfin
to Mill at
Riverside
EB- Woodfin Buncombe Post 2030 Buncombe $350,000
5774AB | Greenway — County/Town of (placeholder
Mill at Woodfin money to
Riverside to keep project
Beaverdam on the
Creek TIP/STIP)
EB- Enka Heritage | Buncombe | Design — On Hold Post 2028 Buncombe County | $1,247,000
5824 Trail 15%
EB- Coxe Ave Buncombe | Design — ROW - Fall 2026 City of Asheville $8,982,000
5831 Bike/Ped 90% 2026
Improvements ROW - 5% | Construction
- FY27
EB- On-Street Buncombe | Under Construction | 2026 City of Asheville $1,197,000
5790 Crossings Construction | to be
and complete
Connections Fall/Winter
for Bicycles 2027
and
Pedestrians in
Asheville
BL- Various Ped Buncombe 2026 City of Asheville $660,000
0006 Improvements
within
Asheville City
Limits
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FRENCH BROAD RIVER

METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION

Staff Report & Recommendations

TIP ID Project Title | County Project When Will Construction | Managing MPO
Status Current Year Entity/Impacted Awarded
Phase Be (Beginning) Jurisdiction Amount
Completed?
EB- Beaverdam Buncombe | Design — R.OW. - 2028 Buncombe $3,246,000
5774B | Creek 25% 2026 County/Town of
Greenway CLOMR Woodfin
being
considered
for rise
EB- Wilma Buncombe | Design — 30% Designs | 2030 NCDOT/City of $3,303,000
5822 Dykeman 30% are currently Asheville
Greenway being
Extension reviewed by
NCDOT
HL- 9th Ave Bridge | Buncombe | Under Construction | 2026 NCDOT/Town of $1,406,110
0013 Replacement Construction | Underway Black Mountain
BL- Ecusta Trail Henderson | Design — Out to Bid as | 2027 NCDOT/Henderson | $9,027,000
0078 (US 64 to 30% Design/Build County
Transylvania
County Line)
EB- Champion Dr | Haywood Currently Funded for NCDOT/Town of $307,000
5945 Multi-Use evaluating ROW Only Canton
Path new concept
for the
project with
the Town
and NCDOT
EB- NC 280 Multi- | Henderson | PE to Begin Funded for PE | NCDOT/Town of $300,000
5946 Use Path in 2028 Only Mills River
EB- Bent Creek Buncombe | PE to Begin Funded for PE | Buncombe County | $320,000
5823 Greenway in 2029 Only

ltem 7E:

Legislative Updates
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